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To whom it may concern:

It is my pleasure to recommend Abdoulaye Sylla as an instructor, a musician, and as
a warm and engaging mentor to homeless youth.

Throughout the course of his weekly West African Drumming class at the Orion
Center, Abdoulaye demonstrated his ability to work with a very diverse group of
young adults. He was able to connect with many young people who do not normally
participate in activities and bring them together. He was also able to easily teach a
variety of skill levels as the course progressed.

The youth who attended the drumming class reported having a lot of fun, and many
expressed pride at their newfound talents on the drums. Abdoulaye did a
tremendous job of encouraging youth at the Orion center, and praising their
abilities. Many of the youth who attended the class have requested additional music
lessons and groups at Orion.

Overall Abdoulaye’s class was an incredibly positive, fun experience for both youth
and staff. I believe that playing music together is a great way to bring people
together, and his style of teaching would work well for a group of any age or
background.

It was a joy and an honor to get to play drums with Mr. Sylla, who is a world-
renowned artist, and a wonderful human being. I strongly recommend his class to
any group that seeks to build community, learn about a different culture, or to gain
some additional musical skills. I hope that we have the opportunity to work with
him again in the future.

Sincerely,

Laurel Snow
Community Outreach Program Manager

YouthCare - James W. Ray Orion Center



